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A B S T R A C T  
The modern school institution has shaped the education-institution. The construction 
and institutionalisation of the school have reflected institutional representation and 
modelling. School configurations have included symbology, materiality, curriculum, 
standards and pedagogy. Written culture, as the rational, method and order in the way 
of thinking and acting, has given support and meaning to the institutional representation 
of education and the school. It has enabled institutional schooling to correspond to 
education-institution in the modernisation of western society and within the context of 
the main reform movements. School reforms were changes in education. This essay 
presents a summary of the history of the educational institution and the representation 
of school. The structure of basic education accompanied the vernacular and was 
institutionalised through primary school. Secondary schooling was rooted in collegial 
tradition. It benefited from the Enlightenment Reforms of Minor Studies and the 
curriculum adjustment to new lettered profiles of the industrial revolution and the 
modernisation of public administration. Institutionalist theories are taken as the main 
epistemic framework. 
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1  Translated by Twintone (funded by FCT–Fundação para a Ciência e a Tecnologia within the scope of the 
















                                                             
2  Indeed, this is one of the aspects that Roger Chartier stresses in the Avant-Propos a La Société des Individus, 
of Norbert Elias (1991).  
3  Norbert Elias, with reference to the contemporary period, believed it was possible to distinguish between a 
national habitus and identity on the one hand, and integration in central humanitarian organisations on the other, 





































                                                             
4  The full title of the work is: Universal School of Literature and Arithmetics which is dedicated to the Angelic 





                                                             
5  Written in French, this book was first published in Amsterdam in 1715, without consulting Fénelon. From then 
on, the book was translated and adapted for other languages and became part of the school bibliography up to the 








                                                             
6  Georges Snyders produced a historical and pedagogical synthesis of the birth of the traditional school, however it is 
not possible to elaborate on its fundamental arguments here. The meaning of the modern school institution is the object 











                                                             
7  The synthesis on the history of the human spirit retrieves Turgot, in Encyclopedia. This work was only published 





                                                             
8  In the second half of the eighteenth century, the German language adopted the term Geschite, which covered 








                                                             
9  It is not possible to develop the issue of educational writing here. My detailed analysis may be found in 
Magalhães (2010). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
